Amendments to the Claims: 

Re-write the claims as set forth below. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listine of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for securely communicating data comprising-the 
steps of : 

[[(d)]](a} generating cipher text by encrypting data with a first cryptographic key 
(Ksl) by the first party; 

[[(e)]](b} providing the cipher text to [[the]]a second party; 

[[(Ollle) encrypting the cryptographic key (Ksl) using a second encryption key 
associated with the second party to produce a first key package; [[and]] 

[[(g)]](d) encrypting the first key package using a third encryption key associated 
with [[the]]a third party to produce a double key package[[.]]i 

[[(a)]]{e} providing, by [[a]]the first party, [[a]]the double key package to [[a]]the 
second party; 

[[(b)]]{f) communicating, by the second party, the double key package to [[a]]the 
third party; and 

[[(c)]](gl decrypting, in part, the double key package to recover a decryption key for 
the second party using a third party based decryption key to facilitate mandatory communication 
between the second party and the third party and decryption of data based on the recovered 
decryption key[[;]]^ 



2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 including the steps of : 
receiving the double key package by the second party; and 

2 
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communicating the recovered decryption key to the second party. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the double key package includes the 
decryption key that is used to decrypt the encrypted data protected through a double application 
of asymmetric public key encryption. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the decryption key is a symmetric key 
and wherein the double application of asymmetric public key encryption is performed using a 
public key associated with the second party while another application of asymmetric public key 
encryption uses a public key associated with the third party. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[in ]]including the steps of : 
providing, by a first party, a double key package to a second party; 
communicating, by the second party, the double key package to a third party; 
decrypting, in part, the double key package to recover a decryption key for the second 

party using a third party based decryption key to facilitate mandatory communication between 
the second party and the third party and decryption of data based on the recovered decryption 
key; 

generating cipher text by encrypting data with a first cryptographic key (Ksl) by the first 

party; 

providing the cipher text to the second party; 
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encrypting the cryptographic key (Ksl) using a second encryption key associated with 
the second party to produce a first key package; 

encrypting the first key package using a third encryption key associated with the third 
party to the produce an encrypted first key package; and 

encrypting the third encryption key with a fourth encryption key associated with the third 
party to produce a second key package, 

wherein the double key package includes the second key package and the encrypted first 
key package. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 wherein the first cryptographic key is a 
symmetric key, the second encryption key is an asymmetric public key, the third encryption key 
is a symmetric key and the fourth encryption key is an asymmetric public key. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 including the step of recording, by 
the third party, receipt of the double key package from the second party to facilitate message data 
delivery tracking. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7 including the steps of : 
generating message delivery status data, by the third party, in response to a signed status 

request; 

processing the signed status request by verifying a digital signature on the signed request; 

and 
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determining authorization of a party seeking the request based on identification data 
obtained from the signed request. 

10. (Currently amended) A method for securely communicating data comprising-4he 
steps of : 

[[(f)]](a} generating cipher text by encrypting data with a first cryptographic key 
(Ksl) by [[the]]a first party; 

(g) providing the cipher text to th e second party; 

[[(h)]](b) encrypting the cryptographic key (Ksl) using a second encryption key 
associated with [[the]]a second party to produce a first key package; [[and]] 

[[(i)]](c) encrypting the first key package using a third encryption key associated 
with [[the]]a third party to produce a double key package. 

[[(a)]]{d} providing, by [[a]]the first party, message data including the cipher text 
and [[a]]the double key package to [[a]]the third party; 

[[(b)]]{el providing, by the third party, the message data and the double key package 
to [[a]]the second party; 

[[(c)]](fl receiving back from the second party, by the third party, the double key 
package; 

[[(d)]]£g} decrypting, in part, the double key package using a third party decryption 
key to recover a decryption key for the second party to provide mandatory communication 
between the second party and the third party; and 

[[(e)]]j[]l} communicating the recovered decryption key package to the second party 
to enable decryption of the message data by the second party[[;]]. 
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11. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10 including the st e p of providing 
time stamp data by the third party to the first party based on receipt of the message data and the 
double key package. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10 [[in ]]including the steps of : 
providing, by a first party, m e ssage data and a double key package to a third party; 
providing, by th e third party, the m e ssage data and the double key package to a second 

paFtyt 

receiving back from the s e cond party, by the third party, the double key package; 

decrypting, in part, the double key package using a third party decryption key to r e cover 
a d e cryption key for the second party to provide mandatory communication between the second 
party and th e third party; 

communicating the r e covered d e cryption key package to the s e cond party to enable 
decryption of th e message data by th e s e cond party; 

g e nerating cipher text by encrypting data with a first cryptographic k e y (Ksl) by th e first 

providing the ciph e r text to th e s e cond party; 

e ncrypting the cryptographic key (Ksl) using a second encryption key associated with 
the second party to produce a first key package; 
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e ncrypting the first key package using a third encryption key associat e d with the third 
party to the produce an encrypted first key package; and 

encrypting the third encryption key with a fourth encryption key associated with the third 
party to produce a second key package, 

wherein the double key package includes the second key package and the encrypted first 
key package. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein the first cryptographic key is a 
symmetric key, the second encryption key is an asymmetric public key, the third encryption key 
is a symmetric key and the fourth encryption key is an asymmetric public key. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10 including the step of recording, by 
the third party, receipt of the double key package from the second party to facilitate message data 
delivery tracking. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10 including the steps of : 
generating message delivery status data, by the third party, in response to authorized 

status request data; 

processing the authorized status request by verifying the authorized request; and 
determining authorization of a party seeking the request based on identification data 
obtained from the authorized request. 
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17. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the authorized request is a signed 

request. 

18. (Currently amended) An apparatus for securely conmiunicating data comprising: 
a first party cryptographic engine, operatively coupled to receive data for encryption, and 

adapted to produce a double key package wherein the double key package includes a decryption 
key that is used to decrypt the encrypted data protected through a double application of 
asymmetric public key encryption encrypts the first cryptographic key (Ksl) using a second 
encryption key associated with a second party to produce a first key package, and encrypts the 
first key package using a third encryption key associated with a third party to the produce the 
double key package ; and 

a combiner, operatively coupled to combine the double key package with the cipher text. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[19]]18 including a digital signor 
that applies a digital signature associated with a first party to at least one of the double key 
package and the cipher text to produce a signed message with a third party based encrypted 
security token. 

21. (Original) The apparatus of claim 18 including: 

a delivery status request generator that generates authorized proof of delivery request data 
for the third party; 
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a proof of delivery analyzer operatively coupled to receive proof of delivery data based 
on third party receipt of the double key package and the authorized delivery request data, and 

a request verifier operative to verify authorization data associated with the proof of 
delivery data. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the authorization data includes 
digital signature data. 

23. (Previously presented) An apparatus for securely communicating data 
comprising: 

a double key package evaluator wherein the double key package is generated by a first 
party; and 

a double key package decryptor that partially decrypts the double key package to recover 
a decryption key package for a second party using a third party based decryption key to facilitate 
mandatory communication between the second party and the third party and decryption of data 
based on the recovered decryption key; 

wherein the double key package includes a decryption key that is used to decrypt the 
encrypted data protected through a double application of asymmetric public key encryption. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 23 wherein the double key package decryptor 
communicates the recovered decryption key package to the second party. 
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25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24 including a time stamp generator providing 
time stamp data to the first party based on receipt of message data and the double key package 
from a second party. 

26. (Original) The apparatus of claim 23 a time stamp generator providing time 
stamp data to the second party indicating when the first party sent message data to the third 
party. 

27. (Original) An apparatus for securely communicating data comprising: 

a first party cryptographic engine, operatively coupled to receive data for encryption, and 
adapted to produce a double key package wherein the double key package includes a decryption 
key that is used to decrypt the encrypted data protected through a double application of 
asymmetric public key encryption; 

a combiner, operatively coupled to combine the double key package with the cipher text; 

a double key package evaluator; and 

a double key package decryptor that partially decrypts the double key package to recover 
a decryption key package for a second party using a third party based decryption key to facilitate 
mandatory communication between the second party and the third party and decryption of data 
based on the recovered decryption key. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 27 including a digital signor that applies a digital 
signature associated with a first party to the double key package and the cipher text to produce a 
signed message with a third party based encrypted security token. 
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29. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27 including: 

a delivery status request generator that generates authorized delivery request data for the 
third party; 

a proof of delivery analyzer operatively coupled to receive proof of delivery data based 
on third party receipt of the double key package and the authorized delivery request data, and 
a verifier operative to verify the proof of delivery data. 

30. (Original) The apparatus of claim 29 wherein the double key package decryptor 
communicates the recovered decryption key package to the second party. 

31. (Original) The apparatus of claim 30 including a time stamp generator providing 
time stamp data to the first party based on receipt of message data and the double key package 
from a second party. 

32. (Previously presented) A storage medium containing data representing 
executable instructions comprising: 

first memory containing data representing executable instructions that cause a processing 
device to provide, by a first party, a double key package to a second party; 

second memory containing data representing executable instructions that cause a 
processing device to communicate the double key package to a third party; and to partially 
decrypt the double key package to recover a decryption key for the second party using a third 
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party based decryption key package to facilitate mandatory communication between the second 
party and the third party and decryption of data based on the recovered decryption key; 

generate cipher text by encrypting data with a first cryptographic key (Ksl) by the first 

party; 

provide the cipher text to the second party; 

encrypt the cryptographic key (Ksl) using a second encryption key associated with the 
second party to produce a first key package; and 

encrypt the first key package using a third encryption key associated with the third party 
to the produce a double key package. 

33. (Original) The storage medium of claim 32 including data representing 

r 

executable instructions that cause a processing device to receive the double key package by the 
second party; and communicate the recovered decryption key package to the second party. 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Original) The storage medium of claim 32 including data representing 
executable instructions that cause a processing device to provide the double key package to 
include the decryption key that is used to decrypt the encrypted data protected through a double 
application of asymmetric public key encryption. 
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37. (Original) The storage medium of claim 36 wherein the decryption key is a 
symmetric key and wherein the double application of asymmetric public key encryption is 
performed using a public key associated with the second party while another application of 
asymmetric public key encryption uses a public key associated with the third party. 

38. (Original) The storage medium of claim 32 including data representing 
executable instructions that cause a processing device to record, by the third party, receipt of the 
double key package from the second party to facilitate message data delivery tracking. 

39. (Original) The storage medium of claim 32 including data representing 
executable instructions that cause a processing device to generate message delivery status data, 
by the third party, in response to a signed status request; process the signed status request by 
verifying a digital signature on the signed request; and determine authorization of a party seeking 
the request based on identification data obtained from the signed request. 



40. 


(Canceled) 


41. 


(Canceled) 


42. 


(Canceled) 


43. 


(Canceled) 


44. 


(Canceled) 


45. 


(Canceled) 


46. 


(Canceled) 


47. 


(Canceled) 
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48. (Currently amended) A method for securely communicating data comprising-the 
steps of : 

providing, by a first party, a double key package to a second party; 

communicating, by the second party, the double key package to a third party; 

decrypting, in part, the double key package to recover a decryption key for the second 
party using a third party based decryption key to facilitate mandatory communication between 
the second party and the third party and decryption of data based on the recovered decryption 
key; and 

recording, by the third party, receipt of the double key package from the second party to 
facilitate message data delivery tracking. 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Canceled) 

51. (New) The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the first party cryptographic engine 
encrypts the first cryptographic key (Ksl) using a second encryption key associated with a 
second party to produce a first key package, and encrypts the first key package using a third 
encryption key associated with a third party to produce the double key package. 
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